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TO MAKE YOUR
FINANCIAL GIFT, use the enclosed

donation envelope or visit
www.hintoncenter.org/donate to

 make a PayPal or credit card
donation.

Hinton Rural Life Center
PO Box 27

Hayesville, NC 28904
828-389-8336 www.hintoncenter.org 

“ . . . provide firewood to
neighbors who depend on it for
heating their homes during our
cold mountain winters.” Ricky
Hill, Community Engagement 

“ . . . offer leadership training to
folks in a three-county area,
providing them with
opportunities to learn
leadership skills, to network,
and to become more
knowledgeable about our
region’s history, culture,
economics, challenges, and
assets. Thriving communities
are built by dedicated and
innovative community
members.” Dr. Jacqueline
Gottlieb, President & CEO

“ . . . provide spiritual formation
retreats, trainings, and
resources for young people and
adults, churches, clergy, and
rural ministries.” Rev. Karen
Kluever, Minister of Church
Relations & Development

We count on YOU to help Hinton...

2021 BY THE NUMBERS . . .
Can you match the Hinton ministry/program/initiative with its

2021 impact? Find the answers at www.hintoncenter.org/donate.
 

Loads of firewood

Mission participants

Volunteers

Value ($) of volunteer hours

Persons trained, Mental Health 1st Aid

Leadership Chatuge graduates

Participants, rural poverty simulation

400
61

715
456

412,624
570

22

http://www.hintoncenter.org/donate


Ever notice that when you go through tough times, you reconsider what’s most important in

your life? I think COVID did that for many of us. It definitely put a spotlight on housing, as we

spent so much time in our homes during the pandemic. Not long into the quarantine, folks

were rushing to hardware and home improvement stores to remodel and repair their homes.

However, the pandemic also revealed that not everyone has the luxury of adequate housing. 

At Hinton Rural Life Center, we became more aware that homes in our local rural communities

were experiencing food insecurity, unsafe and unhealthy conditions, and lack of internet access

– a necessity for staying connected and informed for health, school, and work

We also thought more about the neighbors we help and the potential harm of spending more

time in a home that was not as safe as it could be. Would health conditions worsen due to

unsafe housing conditions? Would there be more house fires? More cases of radon poisoning?

Increased cases of asthma? More injuries due to falls? The situation offered the perfect timing

for Hinton’s House on Wheels (HOW) mobile teaching unit, which made its first appearance in a

community parade. The HOW helps us offer tips for safe and healthy homes and give away

needed items, such as fire blankets and carbon monoxide detectors.  

In addition to home safety concerns, the pandemic has impacted the increasing mental health

challenges. Folks are exhausted. They’ve added extra pounds and report higher rates of

depression and anxiety. But, Hinton has been able to offer spaces for rest and renewal for both

new and returning guests, seeking somewhere to retreat that is remote, quiet, nurturing . . . a

place to retreat, reflect, and renew. Even with a decline in the number of groups we typically

host, the number of overnight stays on campus increased in 2021.  That fall we even hosted a

“Life in the Garden Retreat,” which launched our new Sanctuary Trails and Gardens on campus. 

No matter how confusing and challenging a situation, there’s always hope. In 2022, we ask you

to take a moment and reflect on the things that are important to you, such as helping to care

for the safety and well-being of vulnerable neighbors and supporting those who desperately

need retreat and renewal ministries. We hope you’ll support Hinton’s work with your prayers

and financial gifts. We count on you, because our neighbors count on us.  -

Inspired by Jesus Christ, Hinton Center serves individuals, congregations, and rural
communities through retreat ministries, educational opportunities, and missional outreach.

We count on YOU to help Hinton...
“ . . . keep our lodging, dining,
meeting, and worship spaces
inviting, well maintained, clean,
comfortable, and meeting the
needs of our guests.” Kelli Miller,
Director of Operations

“ . . . provide Safe & Healthy
Home Repairs to our neighbors,
many of whom are elderly and
have health challenges. Getting
the supplies and equipment
needed to make critical repairs,
as well as training and
providing summer staff to
provide leadership for mission
teams, makes Hinton a valuable
source of support and
encouragement for neighbors
in our community.” Nick Oliver,
Construction Ministries
Coordinator

“ . . . train community members,
church groups, and other
organizations to offer much
needed support to those with
mental health challenges.” Rev.
Dawn Martin, Director of
Program MinistriesJacqueline Gottlieb


