
A Season of New Beginnings:  

How Rural Churches Can Use  

Pandemic-Inspired Innovations 
 

A Five-Week Webinar Series 

Thursdays 12-1pm (EST); February 25 – March 25, 2021 

$30/person; register online by March 23 at 

www.HintonCenter.org/training 

Instructor: Dr. Jonathan LeMaster-Smith 

 
As the pandemic evolves, our churches continue to learn, innovate, and respond to the needs of our communities. This 

webinar series explores ways in which we can continue to use and adapt the pandemic-generated tools, resources, and 

approaches as we move into new seasons of church life post COVID-19. Each week will focus on a different aspect of church 

life and provide both research findings and practical examples for our rural congregations and communities. 

February 25  – Worship 
For many churches, worship changed abruptly in March 2020 and hasn’t been the same since. Zoom, Facebook Live, 

outdoor, asynchronous, and home church worship are all innovative and creative tools that can carry over with fruitful 

results in our rural churches. 

March 4  – Education & Formation 
Sunday School, youth group, Bible studies, and prayer meetings are some of the formational pieces of our churches that 

have reinvented themselves more than once in the past year. These changes offer creative tools for individual and group 

discipleship beyond pandemic practices. 

March 11 – Fellowship 
We all miss covered-dish meals, but we learned that fellowship goes beyond coffee hour and deviled eggs. We found ways 

to safely fellowship, celebrate, and recreate with drive-through parties, walking groups, online game nights, and old 

fashioned “porch visitin’.” There’s no reason to stop any of this, and they may offer new options for participating in 

community. 

March 18 – Proclamation & Outreach 
During the pandemic, many churches had to determine what their true goals were in terms of connecting with their local 

community. The message most churches proclaimed was one of hope, creativity, and resilience in the midst of an outbreak 

that fostered isolation, despair, and even illness and death. This message of hope, creativity, and resilience is one rural 

ministry can embrace, as rural communities are uniquely impacted by economic, natural disaster, and other national and 

global events. 

March 25 – Mission & Justice 
COVID-19 and the events of 2020 brought to light issues in rural health care, educational equity, racial tension, and 

economic despair. Churches stepped up through food pantries, personal protective wear, becoming wifi hotspots, holding 

marches, and educating the public on the realities of justice in the twenty-first century. In 2021, these issues will still be 

here, and rural churches can offer healing, reconciliation, and hope for a new and better world, through acts of mercy and 

justice in their local and regional communities. 

Each week prior to the session, participants will receive an outline of the session, a 

copy of the PowerPoint, and a resource list. 

This webinar series is hosted by Hinton Rural Life Center, an agency of the 

Southeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church. 


