
Meet Hinton Rural Life Center’s Newest Board Members 

Hinton’s Board of Directors bring a diverse set of skills, experience, and wisdom to their service on the Board. 
They include United Methodist (UM) clergy and laity, as well as persons from non-Methodist faith traditions. 
Some are local, while some are from other UM annual conferences. The Board also seeks to be racially and 
generationally diverse. Our newest Board members, effective January 2021, include:  

 

David Elder 
David is passionate about helping successful individuals and families make wise financial 
decisions and lead a life without financial regrets.  He accomplishes this using traditional 
planning strategies combined with techniques from Behavioral Finance and Coaching. He holds a 
Master’s of Science in Personal Financial Planning from Georgia State University, as well as a 
bachelor's degree in Music from Belmont University. David is a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 
Professional, as well as an active member of the Georgia chapter of the Financial Planning 
Association. He believes it is very important for the financial services industry to give back and 

therefore volunteers as a Pro Bono planner, helping veterans and low-income individuals through the Foundation of 
Financial Planning. David lives in Alpharetta with his wife Allison, their son Luke, daughter Anna Claire, and their dog 
Scout. He is a member of Alpharetta United Methodist Church and is excited about the things his Sunday School class is 
doing to help make their church a stronger faith community. He and his wife have been in prayer for what charitable 
organizations outside of their church they should support and believe God has placed Hinton in their lives at this time. 
  

 
Rev. Kathleen Kilbourne  
Kathleen is a native of Orlando, Florida.  After receiving her undergraduate degree in Christian 
Education from Pfeiffer University and her Masters from Appalachian State University, she served 
in churches for 22 years as an educator with a primary focus in youth ministry and adult and 
family life. She is an ordained deacon of The United Methodist Church served from 1997 to 2018 
as the Director of the Master of Arts in Practical Theology program for Pfeiffer University in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. In 2006, she also became the Director of the Center for Deacon 
Education, a ground-breaking partnership between Pfeiffer's School of Religion and Wesley 
Theological Seminary. Kathleen retired in 2018 but continued to serve as an Academic Advisor to 
UM students for Wesley and Union Seminaries through mid-2020. Kathleen is married to 

singer/storyteller, Ed Kilbourne. In 2006, they created The Foundation for Christian Formation with another clergy 
couple to offer a series of confirmation retreats for UM youth and their mentors at Lake Junaluska, NC. Over the past 14 
years, 900 churches from over 12 annual conferences across the Southeast have participated. Kathleen and Ed make 
their home in Southwest Florida near Englewood on Manasota Key. They’re the proud parents of three daughters and 
six grandchildren. 
 
 

Donald Homer, Jr. 
Don is a Veteran of the US Navy and now retired.  He has lived 55 years in Florida, 10 years in 
Georgia, and 2 years in Tennessee.  He has an Associate Degree in Electronic Engineering and 
was a Certified General Contractor for 40 years.  He served 10 years as a Nationally Certified 
Structural Building Inspector and also as a Chief Investigator in the Fraud Unit ,arresting and 
prosecuting fraudulent contractors.  He served on the Planning and Zoning Board in Sunrise, 
Florida, and on the Licensing Board in Broward County, Florida. He would investigate and testify 
as an expert witness for the State Attorney of Broward County, Florida. Don is a NOMAD, 
serving weeks at a time with other senior adults in mission, living out of their campers. Hinton 
was one of the sites where Don used his construction skills as a NOMAD. He is also an active 

member of St. Alphonsus Catholic Church and is a 4th Degree Knight for Knights of Columbus. Don says he strives to do 
what we are asked to do as Christians, to go forth and serve the Lord.   



 

 
Reverend Stephen L. Love, DMin.  
Rev. Dr.  Stephen L. Love is a native of York, SC. He is married to Mamie Simpson Love, 
and they have one son, Stephen Jr.  Stephen has been in ministry for 30 years. He is 
currently an elder in the South Carolina Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church and serves as the Cabinet Dean and the District Superintendent of the 
Greenwood District of the annual conference. Stephen received his Bachelor’s degree 
in Business Administration from Gardner Webb University and a Master’s of Divinity 
from Gammon Theological Seminary in Atlanta, GA. He received the Doctorate of 
Ministry degree at Drew University in Madison, New Jersey. Over the years, he and 
Mamie have led marriage encounter retreats at Hinton. Stephen believes that the 
purpose of Hinton Rural Life Center, “to engage individuals, congregations, and 

communities in transformation through retreat ministry and missional outreach,” aligns with his passion for 
ministry. The focus throughout his ministry has been Christian witness, making disciples through developing 
relationship and equipping the saints. “I pray that I could be a part of this great ministry of faith in action and 
offer my contribution to help the fulfillment of this mission and purpose.”     
 
 

Brian Pace 
Brian is the President of Pace Development Group, Inc, serving in this position for 
nearly 27 years. He is a member of the Board of Directors of Builders Mutual 
Insurance Company and Job-Site Safety Institute and is the Past President of NC 
Homebuilders Association. Brian also serves as a Managing Director for Gailyn 
Properties, which are rental apartment properties in Charlotte, NC. Brian is a NC 
Licensed General Contractor and SC General Contractor.  He is a 1992 graduate of 
NC State University, earning a degree in Civil Engineering, and was a member of 
Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity. Brian has served on Hinton’s Building and Grounds 
Committee for the last few years. Locally, he is involved in Habitat for Humanity, 

Boy Scouts of America, and the Alex Crisp Foundation. Brian is married to Stacy Young Pace, and they reside in 
Charlotte, NC, where they attend Forest Hill Church. They have three children: Allison, Hadley, and Jessica.   
 

Matt Waldroup 
Matt is a Clay County native who worked on staff at Hinton each summer from 1999 to 2006. 

From the Hinton Hill to Washington, DC, Matt served as a legislative correspondent to the US 

Senate from 2008 to 2010, and as a legislative assistant through October 2011. He then served 

as deputy district director to the US House of Representatives through the end of 2012.  Matt 

returned to Clay County as the executive director for Clay County Economic Development for 

2013 and stepped into the world of banking as the commercial relationship manager for 

Nantahala Bank and Trust.  He currently works as a business development officer for Gibsland Bank & Trust in Minden, 

LA. Matt graduated from Pfeiffer University with a Bachelor of Arts in History and obtained his Master of Business 

through Louisiana Tech University, College of Business. Matt, his wife LeAnn, and son Will reside in Ruston, LA, where 

they are members of Trinity UMC.   


